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Brownlie Towers Redevelopment — Adjournment Debate 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [10.31 pm]: I cannot help 
myself! I am always pleased to hear people talk about Brownlie Towers, and I know that Hon Ed Dermer has a 
connection with the towers going back 20 years or longer. In fact, there are many residents who still remember 
Hon Ed Dermer’s engagement. I know that I have talked about the Brownlie Towers redevelopment over an 
extended period of time. Let me give Hon Helen Morton the history, because the things she has been talking 
about are not new, including stage 3. Stage 3 has been waiting for eight years to come along. It was interesting to 
sit down with a group of departmental officers a couple of weeks ago and have them tell me about it, and then 
for me to provide them with the history of why it has happened and to ask them why they had not moved it 
along.  

The redevelopment came about because in June 2001 the residents had had enough of suicides, car bombings, 
and enough of the social situation with antisocial behaviour where people would open their doors and get a fist in 
their face. The residents had enough of the drugs and a range of these issues. The residents committee was set 
up, because I set it up. We have people who are still on that committee and who continue to do a fabulous job. 
We set up a community garden. We worked with the local churches. And, over a period of time, we tried to 
resolve the issues. We determined that only people of a certain age would live in the towers. This was not 
something that happened overnight. This meant constant engagement there, constant meetings and the great 
forward thinking of our former Premier, Geoff Gallop, the local member at the time. Geoff was determined that 
we would take this opportunity—we would not bowl it over, as some people wanted—and redevelop it. As 
Hon Ed Dermer said, there was always a great community there.  

I am pleased that the whole thing has come to fruition and to see not only the visual change in those towers, but 
also the change in the attitude and approach of the people living there. It is an awesome outcome. It is not 
something that this government can claim any credit for whatsoever. The work that has been finalised in the past 
few weeks was ticked off and ready to roll out. There is nothing that this government has done in the 12 months 
it has been in office to add value to what is happening in Brownlie Towers. Even stage 2 has been preordained 
since 2001. There has been an extended period of negotiation with the Canning City Council. It is about 
redeveloping that whole precinct—the surrounding precinct and not just the vacant land but also reorganising the 
streets and the housing lots so that there would be a total rejuvenation of this precinct so that it is a liveable and 
affordable place that people want to be part of and so that we can drive out those antisocial problems and people 
want to live in that area.  

I suppose it is the calamity of losing that the new broom comes in and wants to claim credit for everything. It 
does not matter at the end of day, because the only thing that really matters is that those people are living in a 
safe and secure environment. I do not think the honourable member across the way appreciates the amount of 
work and the level of contact that went into dealing with those people on a day-to-day basis and the types of 
issues that we had to take up for them. The member is right that Brownlie Towers is the only redevelopment 
where the residents had a pick in their colours, their laminates and their floor coverings. That was because we 
said to the department, “We do not want your bland public service grey or beige.” We wanted these people to 
live in a proper environment so that they could have some ownership of where they live and they could take 
pride in where they live, even down to the those colours on the outside. If Hon Helen Morton comes to my 
electorate office, she will see so much Brownlie Towers paraphernalia, and whilst I was not happy with Cec 
Stapleton’s choice of colour initially, I must say that Cec was proved right at the end of the day because it looks 
quite stunning in the landscape, and he has to be commended. Mind you, he did fight tooth and nail over which 
colours would ultimately be chosen for the externals. They have put in new lifts and tried to improve it.  

There are still some ongoing issues and the department has to be diligent and ensure that people are looked after. 
An ongoing problem is that we cannot just put a particular age group in there. We cannot just put all seniors in 
there, unless of course we provide the ancillary services to assist them. The whole driving force about this 
project was to replicate what was happening in some of the other states, particularly in New South Wales, to 
provide safe and secure housing for seniors, but making sure that they had access to all the other services they 
needed. These things must be taken forward. The one thing that this government can do is to ensure that those 
aspects of the redevelopment are finalised. That also includes making sure—I know that this part will happen in 
the redevelopment of stage 2—that people have access to a newer retail precinct or to the medical precinct. All 
of those things are vital for sustaining that community in that environment.  

This is a very important part of the south metro area. I know that Hon Simon O’Brien has been to the towers; he 
has been doorknocking out there at different times for support. I know that because I have seen the surveys he 
has put out. He would acknowledge also that this is a very important part of our electorate. It is a very interesting 
subset, because we can see that all these people have come together from an amazing array of life experiences 
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and have worked very hard and overcome some quite interesting divisions at times, and sometimes it has been 
interesting to keep the residents’ committee going because personalities can get in the way. But, overall, the 
changes that have been coming their way, which have caused grief in some cases and lots of complaints about 
noise and dust, have resulted in this fabulous place in which to live.  

I sincerely hope that the second phase continues on. But it is disingenuous that this government seek to claim 
any credit for work that was demonstrated to be clearly, clearly wanted. Geoff Gallop, and Tom Stephens as the 
housing minister of the day, were so determined we would take this new and different approach to rejuvenating a 
very important part of our city, and also look at how to provide that security for people in this situation. We also 
had to make sure that all the families with children were moved out. There were children and babies living on the 
fifth and sixth levels; it was a crazy situation. There have been enormous changes happening there. Part of the 
difficulty is the constant changes in the department, which has meant that they never keep the corporate 
knowledge of the process to get Brownlie Towers from where it was to where it is now.  

Other groups need to be acknowledged, including Canning City Council which has been an absolute champion 
for all this change. I know the former mayor, Mick Lekias, was a very enthusiastic supporter of this change, 
because he knew that unless we changed the environment, not just the physical building environment but also the 
way that community worked together in the towers, we would never resolve the issues that were there.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: Have you been briefed on the newest programs to change the street arrangements?  

Hon KATE DOUST: They are not the newest proposals. Those proposals have been around for eight years. 
They have been backwards and forwards between the department and the council, and they have been rebadged. 
I have been briefed, and I think they are fantastic. All I want to know, and have the government assure us, is that 
it will deliver on what has already been in train for eight years. That is not a new proposal. It has been around for 
eight years. It was meant to be moving forward. I think what has happened is that the towers ended up 
consuming a lot more money in their rejuvenation than was planned. Initially, it was about $20 million, which is 
still a big amount of money for that type of change. However, at the end of the day, I dare say it is state of the 
art. We knew that there had been a real change when people started saying that they wanted to live in Brownlie 
Towers. 

Before I finish, about a week ago one of the founding members of the residents committee of Brownlie Towers, 
Mr Stan Owen, passed away. Stan was a lovely fellow. 

Hon Ed Dermer interjected. 

Hon KATE DOUST: Hon Ed Dermer obviously knew him. Stan had been to hospital for surgery and was 
moved to Shenton Park post-surgery. Tragically, he suffered a heart attack. He was a stalwart of the towers. I put 
on the record that I was very pleased to know him. He made a great contribution and was always an active and 
engaged member of that community. The other residents of the towers are saddened by the loss of Stan and will 
miss him greatly.  

I am pleased that Brownlie Towers has been completed. It is a fantastic place to be. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.40 pm 
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